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THE POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICE
OF

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.

MEMORIAL OF POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS.
THE following memorial, signed by 1I4 union medical officers, in the
counties of Wilts, Berks, Somerset, Dorset, Gloucester, Hereford, Mon-
mouth, and the neighbourhood, was presented to the Poor-law Board in
April of the last year. We are informed that it has been left unacknow-
ledged, and has not since been heard of. It has also been laid ineffec-
tually before the Commissioners in Lunacy, who have, however, no
power in the matter, so far as we know.

" To Her fMaiesty's Commissioners in Lunacy.
"We, the undersigned, being medical officers of workhouses, desire

most respectfully to call your attention to the regulation under which
your memorialists are required, under penalty, to make a quarterly re-
turn of all inmates of workhouses being idiots or of unsound mind,
their condition, and of the fitness of the said workhouses to retain them,
without any fee or remuneration for the services so rendered. We de-
sire most respectfully to urge your attention to the great importance of
the professional services so required of us; and that, with a view to such
services being performed in a manner consistent with the public interest,
and so as to be of the proper value, it is necessary that the same should
be carefully and independently performed.

" We beg most respectfully to represent that the denial of any com-
pensation tends to bring the duty itself into contempt, and to create a

feeling in the minds of the medical officers that they are subject to un-
just treatment, a feeling very detrimental to the public good.

" We, therefore, most respectfully urge that fair and adequate remu-
neration shall be rendered for the services performed by your memo-
rialists."

THE METROPOLITAN POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS'
ASSOCIATION.

THE regular quarterly meeting of this Association was held on Wed-
nesday at the Ship Hotel, Charing Cross, when various questions af-
fecting the medical officers of workhouses were discussed. Dr. Rogers,
the President, occupied the chair; there were also present, Dr. A. Ward
(Chelsea); Dr. Ransom (Cambridge); Dr. Dudfield (Kensington); Mr.
Chappell; Dr. Nicholas (Wandsworth); Mr. W. E. Wright; Mr. God-
rich (Brompton); Dr. Robert Fowler; Dr. Burchell; Dr. Julian Rodgers;
Mr. J. E. Smyth; Dr. C. C. Richards (Bethnal Green); Mr. J. Nicholls;
Dr. Benson Baker (Marylebone); Dr. Thomas; Dr. Goddard; Dr. F.
E. Anstie; Dr. Stallard; Dr. Austin, and others-about twenty-five
in all.

Dr.DUDFIELD, the Honorary Secretary, read a report, which expressed
the disappointment of the Council at the decision of the Poor-Law
Board, given in a correspondence with the Association, that the Board
would not call upon boards of guardians to find medicines and appli-
ances in cases where medical officers had bargained to do so, and the
Council trusted the Poor-law Board would seek to obtain the powers to
enforce this "expedient course," as the Poor-law Board acknowledged
it to le. The Council had considered the question of salaries, and had
arrived at the conclusion that the "per case" system was the most
equitable for district medical officers; and for the workhouses no fairer
system could be suggested than that which had received the sanction of
the Poor-law Board for the Marylebone workhouse, which had a visit-
ing medical officer at a salary of £500; a resident medical officer, with
a salary of Ig9o; and a resident dispenser, who received £90 per an-
num, both the latter two having residence, rations, etc. The Council
also called attention to the new General Order of the Poor-law Board,
imposing new responsibilities and additional work on workhouse medi-
cal officers without additional remuneration. This order was to be found
in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of March 28th, and the Lancet of
April 4th. This order was condemned; as was one against the em-
ployment of unqualified assistants in medical poor relief. The report
also noticed the resignation of Dr. Rogers, the President, which had
been called for by the Poor-law Board on account of " incompatibility,
etc., with the guardians." Dr. Rogers had tendered his resignation as
President, but he had been requested to hold the office until this
meeting.

Dr. ROGERS then delivered his address, in the course of which he de-
scibed, at great length, the proceedings which his guardians had urged
against kim to the Poor-law Board, in consequence of the course he

had adopted with respect to the agitation for an improent in the
condition of the sick poor in the workhouses. He complained of gross
injustice at the hands of the permanent staff of the Poor-law Board,
who had exhibited an avowed hostility to him for the course he had
taken; and he urged that, in the matter of the complaints which the
guardians had made against him, he had been unfairly dealt with.
He thanked the press, both medical and general, for the manner in
which it had supported him, with "one remarkable exception ;" and he
concluded by resigning his position as President.
Mr. GODRICH was elected to the chair vacated by Dr. Rogers,

who was at once elected as an honorary member.
Mr. B. CLARKE then called attention to the zeal and ability with which

Dr. Rogers had filled the post he had held in this Association. He had
greatly benefited it by bringing it before the attention of the eminent men
connected with the Workhouse Improvement Association, with which he
was connected as one of the honorary secretaries. What the ratepayers
of Dr. Rogers's parish had thought of him, was shown in the fact that
they had refused to elect the guardians who had voted for his resigna-
tion. He (Mr. Clarke) moved the re-election of Dr. Rogers as President
of the Association, and that he be requested to accept with the post the
best thanks of the Association, and the deep sympathy of his medical
brethren in his recent unmerited persecutions-sentiments which were the
expressed sentiments of the press and the public.

Mr. GODRICH, who also passed a warm eulogy upon Dr. Rogers,
seconded the motion.

Dr. VALLANCE accused Dr. Rogers of having laid the Association at
the feet of the Lancet, who, he said, though professing to be a friend of
the Poor-Law medical officers, was a thorn in their side. He desired
to know why Dr. Rogers had written to the Lancet.
Mr. SMYTH objected to this style of cross-examination.
The Chairman (Mr. GODRICH) totally denied that there was any

correctness in Dr. Vallance's statements.
Dr. VALLANCE said he had no feeling whatever against Dr. Rogers.
The SECRETARY said that their only connection with the press was

that certain journals supported them on the merits of their case.
The CHAIRMAN put the resolution moved by Mr. Clarke. It was

carried by acclamation; and
Dr. ROGERS, amidst loud applause, resumed his seat as Presi-

dent. He thanked them for the honour they had done him, and repu-
diated the assertion made by Dr. Vallance with reference to his letter.

Mr. E. GODDARD then moved the following resolution, which was
unanimously adopted :-" This meeting is of opinion: i. That the
system of payment per case supplies the most equitable basis for the
equalisation of salaries of the London district medical officers; that the
scale should not be less than 3s. 6d. per case, exclusive of the cost of
medicines and dispensing; and that the salaries should be subject to
triennial revision, payment being made upon the average number of
cases attended annually; 2. That the scale of payment of the medical
staff of the Marylebone Workhouse, approved and sanctioned by the
Poor-Law Board, is equitable, and that the adoption of a similar scale
as the basis for the equalisation of the salaries of the metropolitan work-
house medical officers generally, would give entire satisfaction."

Dr. ANSTIE, in moving the next resolution, complained of the con-
duct of the Poor-law Board, who always in cases of dispute held with
the Board of Guardians and against the doctor. He moved: " That
this meeting, having taken into consideration the new general order of
the Poor-law Board, imposing additional duties upon the medical offi-
cers of workhouses, desires to record its opinion that the effect of the
order, if rigidly carried out, will be to bring the medical officers into
frequent collision with the guardians; and, being further of opinion
that some of the duties-especially those specified in Art. 5-can be
properly performed only by officers independent of the guardians, deems
it advisable that such duties should be performed, as heretofore, by in-
spectors." The resolution was unanimously adopted.

Dr. FOWLER, in moving the final resolution, said that, if properly
paid, the medical officers would be glad to employ qualified assistants.
He moved: " That this meeting has heard with surprise the announce-
ment of the receipt by the several boards of guardians of a circular
letter from the Poor-law Board, on the subject of the employment by
medical officers of legally unqualified assistants; that, in the opinion of
this meeting, this practice of certain union medical officers has for the
last twenty years received the implied sanction of the Poor-law Board
itself, as witness the following passage taken from their official circular,
dated April 4, 1848 :-' The Board are not prepared to say that in or-
dinary cases the medical officer may not employ under his own super-
intendence his assistant or apprentice to visit the sick paupers under his
care; but they most distinctly point out that his doing so would not in
any degree relieve him from any portion of the responsibility attaching
to the discharge of the duties of his office.' That should it, however,
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be now the intention of the Poor-law Board to enforce the employment
by the medical officers of legally qualified assistants, this meeting is
further of opinion that it will be imperatively necessary for the Board to
supplement such order with a compulsory and considerable augmenta-
tion of the present very inadequate salaries of its several medical offi-
cers."
The resolution passed unanimously, and the proceedings closed with

the usual vote of thanks to the chairman.

THE POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICE AND THE BRITISH
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

Deputation from the Parliamentary Bills Committee to the Poor-law
Board.

ON Thursday, a deputation from the Parliamentary Committee of the
British Medical Association waited upon the Right Honourable the Earl
of Devon, the President of the Poor-law Board, who was attended by
Mr. Fleming, the Secretary, Mr. Hugh Owen, and Mr. John Lambert.
The deputation included Dr. Webster (Dulwich), Dr. O'Bryen (Ken-
sington), Dr. J. Seaton, Mr. Curgenven, Dr. Stallard, Dr. Camps,
Mr. W. Martin, Mr. Frost, Mr. Kelsey, Mr. Ernest Hart, and Dr.
Gibbon, Honorary Secretary. It attended in accordance with the reso-

lution moved at the last meeting of the Committee.
Mr. ERNEST HART, in introducing the deputation, said it came from

a Committee of the British Medical Association, an Association which
consisted of upwards of 4000 medical men, including all classes, and a
majority of those of the highest standing in the profession; most of
whom, from their positions, were authorities on questions of the man-
agement of infirmaries. The first question on which the deputation pro-

posed to speak was in relation to the Poor Relief Bill, in which they re-

cognised many elements of great value. What the Committee desired to
see carried out was, that the inspection of the infirmaries of workhouses
should be in the hands of skilled medical men. From an Order lately
issued, it seemed as though the Board desired to shift the responsibility
of making this inspection to the medical officers of the workhouses.
He was in constant communication with Poor-law medical officers
throughout the country, and he could assure the noble lord that he had
not received one letter approving of the Order, whilst many had ex-

pressed their dissatisfaction that such an Order should have been issued,
which was without any inspectorial safeguards to those on whom the
duty was imposed. One letter he quoted at length, and then proceeded
to point out that the salaries of the Poor-law medical officers were so

insufficient, that it was not fair to place them in chronic antagonism
with the guardians, among whom they carried on their private practice.
This Order would place them in the position of reporting on their
guardians, and over their heads, in a manner which might readily ex-

cite hostility. The Poor-law Board did not require the clerks or

the relieving-officers, who had no collateral interests to consider, to so

report, but only the medical officer, who was, in some senses, the most
defenceless of all the officers.
The Earl of DEVON remarked that the fact of the medical officer

being the only officer called upon to make a distinct report showed the
appreciation which the Poor-law Board had of his ability and upright-
ness.

Mr. HART said that was a graceful compliment to offer, and de-
served; buthe urged that it was a somewhat awkward manner ofshowing
appreciation of the medical officers' services to impose upon them, with-
out remuneration, additional work of such a kind that a misunderstand-
ing with guardians was the most likely thing to arise out of it; and this
was the more unsatisfactory, as within the last few months the Poor-
law Board had shown a decided leaning to the side of the guardians by
calling for the resignations of Mr. Fleischmann of Cheltenham, Dr.
Ransom of Cambridge, and Dr. Rogers of the Strand, on the ground
of alleged incompatibility of temper. The speaker urged that the
medical officers had a right to expect some support and direct commu-

nication with a skilled centre, and this support and aid might be ob-
tained in a staff of medical inspectors who could regularly and person-

ally communicate with the medical officers.
A long conversation arose between the Earl of Devon and Mr.

Fleming, the Permanent Secretary, on one side, and Mr. E. Hart on

the other, as to the details of the proposed medical inspection. Mr.
Hart said he considered six medical inspectors would probably be suf-
ficient. In reply to questions as to their general position, he thought
they might be most advantageously men who had had some experience
as Poor-law medical officers. The position which they might hold would
be that of ordinary inspectors, with the same salary of £800 and al-

lowances as the present inspectors had. They should meet as a con-

sultative as well as an inspectorial body.
Mr. FLEMING asked if this position,would tempt competent men.

Mr. HART replied that the position had proved acceptable to gentle-
men distinguished for their professional attainments, Dr. Markham and
Dr. E. Smith.

Dr. GIBBON supplemented Mr. Hart's arguments by drawing atten-
tion to the resolutions passed at the meeting of the Metropolitan Poor-
law Medical Officers' Association, and he urged that, if the time of
medical officers were taken up by clerkly duties, as imposed by this
new Order, so much would be withdrawn from their efficiency in at-

tending upon the sick, inasmuch as the pay of the medical officer was

so trifling that he could not devote more than a given time to his duties;
and if a great portion of this time were taken up in making inventories
of the workhouse goods, and reporting upon drainage, the sick
would have to be losers. He reminded his lordship that prisons were

medically inspected, and so were the military hospitals; and he asked
if there were any adequate reason why the pauper hospitals of England
should not have the same privileges. In conclusion, he said that a

medical supervision of workhouses would redound to the credit of the
Board and to the medical science of the country.

Dr. WEBSTER, who said that he was father of the Camberwell
Boardof Guardians, urged that the Poor-Law Board should appoint medi-
cal visitors or inspectors who should make the inventories of the sick
wards instead of the medical officer. He supported the views expressed
by Mr. Hart as to the mischief which the Order might inflict upon the
medical officers, and said that he years ago had suggested medical
assessors.
The Earl of DEVON asked the speaker what were his views as to

having an additional inspector to those already appointed, namely: the
Poor-Law inspector, the school inspector, and the lunacy inspector.

Mr. HART remarked that the necessity for the last two was about to
be lessened by this very Bill.

Dr. WEBSTER replied that his board was always glad to see the in-

spectors, come when they might.
The Earl of DEVON remarked that this was not the feeling among the

guardians of all boards, the country boards especially objecting to too
much inspection.

Dr. WEBSTER continued, and urged that in the new Bill the board
would make provision that, where guardians had made proper provisions
for the care of the imbeciles, they might be allowed to keep them under
their care, saying that under the arrangements made by his parish there
was a great saving, and the people were properly cared for.

Dr. STALLARD pointed out that, by Clause 6 of the new Bill, the
Poor-law Board desired to obtain power to appoint officers where
guardians neglected or refused to do so on the order of the Poor-law
Board. He asked what would be the effect of the Poor-law Board ex-

ercising that power, but to place the individual in a most trying and
invidious position. He urged that the Poor-law Board should seek
powers to pay half the salaries of the medical officers; by which means,
he said, the Board would be in a position to give effect to whatever re-

gulations they desired to carry out, and would place the Board in the
position of being able to adopt a more uniform system.

Dr. O'BRYEN adverted to the defective status of guardians, and said
that in his district they were of a class who would readily take offence
at a medical officer reporting to the Poor-law Board over their heads.
Mr. FROST confirmed the ;Itement.
The noble PRESIDENT, in reply, excused himself from answering at

any length. He had to be elsewhere, and he asked Mr. Ernest Hart
if he would place himself in communication with the Archbishop of
York and with the Earl of Carnarvon, who were on the Committee for
the Poor Relief Bill, that they might represent the views which he had
now expressed.

Mr. HART replied that he had already communicated at length with
the Archbishop, and had discussed the matter thoroughly with Lord
Carnarvon, who had undertaken to represent the views of the Work-
house Infirmaries' Association, on whose behalf he had acted, but
this deputation was from the Committee of the British Medical Asso-
ciation on Parliamentary Bills.
The PRESIDENT said that, with respect to the Order, he was not

blind to the consideration that the Order did place the medical officer in
anew position; but the only new position inwhich it placed him was, to re-

port direct to the Poor-law Board, instead of through the guardians to
the Poor-law Board; for, when the medical officer reported to his
guardians, that report came to the Poor-law Board through the inspec-
tor. The objections which weighed on his mind to the appointment
of more medical inspectors were several. For one thing, the diffi-
culties might be increased by disagreements between them, if they were

appointed, and the Poor-law medical officers; but the Board had already
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two medical gentlemen, one for London and the other for the country,
of whose services as medical inspectors the Board had been glad to avail
themselves. As regarded the position of Poor-law medical officers, he
was not one of those who considered that the medical officers were ade-
quately paid; and he should be glad if guardians showed their apprecia-
tion by increasing the salaries of their officers. In conclusion, having
urged that further inspection might be objectionable to the guardians,
he went on to say that he would lay the views of the deputation before
the Committee of Lords now sitting on the Bill, and to which he was
going in an hour, but he could not at present promise that he would ad-
vocate those views.
The deputation then thanked Lord Devon for his courteous attention

and kindness in receiving them, and withdrew.

THE BIRMINGHAM WORKHOUSE.
DR. BARRATT, a guardian and a medical man, gives the following ac-
count of this workhouse. " It was overcrowded all through. There
was not a single classification that would meet the requirements of the
Poor-law Board. The inmates were sleeping on the floor, and two or
three in a bed. The infants' department was a disgrace to a civilised
community. The girls' department was the only one in which there was
any approach to comfort, and a new bedroom was required there at
once. The infirmary was overcrowded: the surgeon did. not know
what to do with the cases. It was the same with regard to the imbe-
ciles and epileptics."-Mr. Jones, the late chairman of the Board, added
something to this statement. He said that " the dining-room was oc-
cupied by what were called the 'sore-leg cases'. This was a most im-
proper arrangement, and must be altered. The epileptics were wander-
ing about the house, instead of being confined to wards of their own."-
Mr. Clay, a medical man, and one of the visitors to the workhouse
during the last month, corroborated and even strengthened the remarks
of the previous speakers. "He must say that many portions of the
house were in a most disgraceful state. In the lying in-ward, the cubic
space for each patient was 450 feet less than it ought to be. In the
epileDtic ward, there was not half the cubic space there ought to be for
the number of inmates. In the bad-leg wards and the infirmary, the
beds were too numerous. The house could not be sufficiently relieved
without adopting the old plans [for the schools]. This would render
further building unnecessary for many years. He saw two and three
children sleeping in a bed the last time he was at the workhouse."-
Some of the so-called economists having denied certain of these state-
ments, Dr. Barratt replied: "What I state is true; and, if driven to it,
I may go considerably further."

THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF THE CAMBRIDGE UNION.
DR. RANSOM of Cambridge has been forced to resign his office as me-
dical officer of the workhouse by the guardians, whose action has becn
sanctioned by the Poor-law Board. Dr. Ransom attributes this deci-
sion to the fact that he has taken a very prominent part in urging
various measures necessary to be taken for the well being of the pau-
pers, and of which it seems the guardians desired to remain in ignor-
ance. Among the measures he had advocated were-proper wards for
the tramps, and the complete separation of the tramps from the other in-
mates (the same baths being, at the time, used by all), and means
whereby the number of fever cases should be lessened. The corre-
spondence in this case, between the Board, the guardians, and Dr. Ran-
som, ought to be laid before Parliament.

PAYMENT FOR PAUPERS IN COTTAGE HOSPITALS.
SIR,-Permit me to state, for the information of Mr. Harris and others whom it may

concern, that the Board of Guardians of the Lichfield Union paid to the Rugeley
Cottage Hospital, 2s. 6d. weekly from April 30th, 1867, to October 26th, 2867, to-
wards the board of a patient ; a second 2S. 6d. per week being paid by a society of
which she was a member. The same board of gsiardians has been contributing 5S.
a week to the same cottage hospital since March 6th, for a case of very extensive
and severe burn now under treatment. I am, etc.,

D. H. MONCKTON.
SIR,-I was pleased to read Dr. Lowe's suggestion in your last issue, " that, where

practicable, surgeons should be appointed to workhouse infirmaries, at fair salaries
and without private practice." Allow me to express my conviction that it would
prove to be beneficial for all concerned in the medical service of the poor were
this course to be carried into effect, both for out-districts and for workhousies.
The whole time of the officer would then be available for his public duties, his posi-
tion as an officer would be greatly improved, the poor would be more fairly at-
tended to, and the public would obtain more reliable servants.

I am, etc., HENRY J. MATHEWS.
Horsham, Sussex, April 27th, i868.

MEDICO-PARLIAMENTARY.
COLONIAL MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS BILL.

A DEPUTATION of the Parliamentary Committee of the Association, in-
cluding Dr. A. P. Stewart, Dr. Camps, Mr. Martin, Mr. Ernest Hart,
and Dr. Gibbon, waited on the Secretary of State for the Colonies on
Friday last, to represent to him the injustice ofthe clauses in this Bill which
tended to impose the probable necessity of examination and registration
on British registered practitioners emigrating to the colonies. The de-
putation was received in conjunction with a deputation from the General
Medical Council, consisting of the President (Dr. Burrows), Dr. Sharpey,
Mr. Caesar Hawkins, and Dr. Francis Hawkins, Registrar. Dr. Bur-
rows made a very clear and full statement of the hardships involved in
the proposed clauses, and referred to an official correspondence between
the Home Office and himself on the subject. Dr. Gibbon and other
members of the two deputations entered into further details. The Duke
of Buckingham explained that the correspondence to which Dr. Bur-
rows referred had not been forwarded to him by the Home Office, as it
should have been. He admitted the hardship involved in the possible
action of the clauses, and expressed his concurrence with the views of
the deputations. He agreed to remove from the Bill all that was com-
plained of, and in fact has done so. The Bill, as altered by His Grace
in Committee, contains now only the following clause, in place of those
objected to, which have been removed.

"3. Every colonial legislature shall have full power from time to
time to make laws for the purpose of enforcing the registration within
its jurisdiction of persons who have been registered under ' The Medi-
cal Act', anything in the said Act to the contrary notwithstanding:
Provided, however, that any person who has been duly registered under
' The Medical Act' shall be entitled to be registered in any colony,
upon payment of the fees (if any) required for such registration, and-
upon proof, in such a manner as the said colonial legislature shall direct,
of his registration under the said Act."

This retains all the privileges of the British graduates, and gives to
the colonies the right of making a colonial register (which is very neces-
sary), but binds them to accept the certificate of British registration as
a title to colonial registration. The objects of the Council, the Associa-
tion, and the profession have thus been fully accomplished by the inter-
vention of the deputations, and the high and intelligent sense of justice
which the Colonial Secretary manifested on the occasion.

OBITUARY.
HENRY M. ATKINSON, ESQ., LEEDS.

IT is with sincere regret we announce the death of Henry Miles
Atkinson, surgeon, Leeds, another worthy member of a profession
amongst which death has made such sad havoc during the last twelve
months in Leeds. He became a member of the College of Surgeons in
I830, having served his apprenticeship with his uncle, the late John
Atkinson, surgeon, of Leeds, an accomplished naturalist. He was a
pupil at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, London; was resident-surgeon to
the General Dispensary, Halifax. Afterwards he settled in Leeds,
where many members of his family resided. He was son of the vicar
of Elland, and grandson of the celebrated minister the Rev. Miles
Atkinson, of Leeds, founder of St. Paul's Church. He carried on an
arduous practice for above thirty-five years, was surgeon to the General
Eye and Ear Infirmary for twenty years, and was a neat operator. He
had been also senior surgeon to the Lying-in Hospital when that insti-
tution (since given up) existed in Leeds.
About two years ago he was obliged, on account of his health failing,

to retire from active practice, and went to reside in the suburbs. He
passed last winter in Jersey, and only returned to Leeds a month ago,
when the symptoms of his disease (an affection of the kidneys and blad-
der) under which he laboured grew more aggravated, and his professional
friends, Drs. Hobson and Heaton, and Mr. Ikin, who attended him at
once, pronounced his case a hopeless one, though they did not anticipate
that his death would take place so soon. His constitution seemed worn
out; and he sank on the morning of the 28th April, aged 62 years.
Mr. Atkinson was naturally of a retiring disposition; at the same

time he was gifted with a great fund of natural wit, and could illustrate
his humour with the pencil in an able manner. He was an ardent lover
of the fine arts, and no mean painter himself; his leisure hours had
been for many years occupied with his brush and pencil. His death is
not only deplored by his own relations, but by a wide circle of friends;


